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his secretary, when the king was afflicted with the gout. I have likewise the ring which he constantly wore on his little finger; and which, with many magnificent things, he left as legacies to the Margrave. One of the horses which he bequeathed to him, I have repeatedly rode on occasion of the reviews at Anspach.
The Margrave's tender regard for his mother, the care and attention he bestowed upon that amiable Princess during the last ten years of her life, will ever be proofs of his filial piety and affection : and are among the brightest and fairest features of his picture. Indeed, the fixed principles of the affection, duty, and respect due from a son to a mother, were so deeply and solemnly engraved on his mind, that he thought no man could have one good quality who did not fulfil them most religiously.
It may be imagined, that the Margrave was not possessed of the frailties of human nature, and that he never strayed into the paths of gallantry ; but it was quite the reverse. In his youth he had mistresses of every country, except of Germany; and I discovered, though he never mentioned it, that his reason for resisting all the advances of his fair countrywomen, who, from his rank and personal attractions, were desirous of holding him in the soft bondage of love, was the fear of creating confusion by their court intrigues, or by the designs of their relations. Like his uncle, he had a detestation of the German language, and never made use of it when he could avoid it. He never loved a woman long who was bold in her manner, or flaunting in her dress. He was naturally tender and affectionate, but brief and peremptory in his commands; and when displeased, his remarks were very severe. Pedantry and affectation of learning,m on the death of his cousin the Duke of Shrewsbury (1660-1717).ich a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
